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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. 
Applicant's submission filed on 03/09/2010 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim10-14, 17-21, 23 and 25-27 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

3. Applicant argues that the "function caused by the input of the combination 
of a specific key is now called by depressing a print button on the printer...". By 
interpreting the claims in its broadest way, the limitation is interpreted as a 
system where when receiving a print request a simulation of a keyboard 
sequence that causes printing is performed. When a print button on the printer is 
pressed a printing is caused, pressing the print button performs the same action 
as simulating a keyboard sequence that also performs printing and how the 
claims are written right now this interpretation is valid, more detailing to the 
limitations could help overcome the art. For now the interpretation of the claim 
limitations is obvious over Hiroshi. 
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4. Examiner refers not only to paragraph 20 but also to paragraphs 20-21 ,25- 
29 and 37-41 of Hiroshi. Hiroshi explains in paragraphs 20-21 how an input 
device (like a keyboard) is used for the function to send draw data for printing 
and how this function can be now called also from a print driver 120 (print driver 
120 in the computer comprises a printing data production part 121, and a print 
controller part 122). In paragraphs 25-29, Hiroshi shows how a printer printing 
demand menu can be set to accepting a print request from a printer "print" button 
54 by just pressing this button in the printer the same function in the print driver 

in the computer is performed as that of a keyboard print sequence and the 
printing of the data in the application program is done either having the settings 
on "printer printing demand/active window" or "printer printing demand 
document". Therefor Hiroshi shows the computer program being configured 
(print demand set menu), to in response to receiving a print request (pressing the 
print button 54 on the printer) the print control program (on the print driver 120) 
simulates a keyboard sequence in the application program (calling the same 
function that the keyboard sequence performs by the press of button 54), thereby 
causing the document to be sent to the printer fro printing (printer printing 
demand document). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
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said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

6. Claims 10-11, 14, 17-21, 23 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Hiroshi (JP Publication Number 2002-312149). 

Regarding Claim 10, Hiroshi'149 shows a printer configured to receive 
documents to be printed from a computer system, the printer including an 
interface (i.e., printer receives documents from a computer and has an 
interface. See Paragraphs 2 and 24) and being configured to: receive, via the 
interface, input from a user indicative of a print command (i.e., user send a print 
request through the interface. See Paragraphs 2, 20 and 24); send, from the 
printer to the computer system, a print request (i.e., the user presses a print 
button on the printer and the printer sends the print request to the 
computer. See Paragraphs 5, 25-31 and 37-41); receive, from the computer 
system and in response to the print request, a document to be printed (i.e., the 
data from the active window will be sent to the printer to be printed out. 
See Paragraphs 5, 25-31 and 37-41); and print the document (i.e., the data 
from the active window will be sent to the printer to be printed out. See 
Paragraphs 5, 25-31 and 37-41); and the computer system, the computer 
system running a print control program and at least one application program 
capable of displaying or generating the document to the user, the computer 
system being configured and programmed such that, in response to receiving the 
print request, the print control program simulates a keyboard sequence in the 
application program, thereby causing the document to be sent to the printer for 
printing (i.e., the printer can be set to as soon as the print button of the 
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printer is pressed it prints the active window or document in the active 
window; a user interface displays/expose the printer printing demand 
screen on the display, when the print button of the printer is pushed for 
executing a printing function of an application on the computer, the print 
function of an application is exposed when being executed on the 
computer system; the predetermined operation like the input of a 
combination of a specific key executes the printing depending the preset 
chosen. See Paragraphs 20-21, 25-29 and 37-41). 

Hiroshi'149 shows a printing request from the printer that performs 
printing, when the print button in the printer is pressed printing is performed, it is 
known in the art that a keyboard sequence can perform printing therefore it would 
be obvious that causing printing by pressing a print button simulates the same 
actions a keyboard sequence perform and prints whatever is to be printed 
therefore its obvious that pressing a print button in the printer simulates a 
keyboard sequence giving the same output. 

Regarding Claim 11, Hiroshi'149 shows a printing system wherein the 
computer system displays a graphical user interface (GUI) having one or more 
windows, each of which is associated with a respective application program, and 
wherein only one of the windows is a focus window at any given time; and the 
print control program is configured to determine which application program is 
associated with the focus window (i.e., the printer can be set to as soon as the 
print button of the printer is pressed it prints the active window or 
document in the active window. See Paragraphs 25-29 and 37-41). 
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Regarding Claim 14, Hiroshi'149 shows a printer system wherein multiple 
documents run simultaneously on at least one application program, each of the 
documents having an associated window, the print control program being 
configured to determine which of the multiple documents of the application 
program, or which application program, is associated with the focus window (i.e., 
the printer can be set to when the printing button is pressed it prints what 
is on the active window as an input where many presets can be done where 
the active window is described. See Paragraphs 25-41). 

With regards to method Claim 17, the limitation of the claim 17 are 
corrected by limitation of claim 10 above. The steps of claim 17 read into the 
function step of claim 10. 

Regarding Claim 18, Hiroshi'149 shows a printer, wherein the document 
received from the computer system is a current active document being displayed 
by the computer system (i.e., one of the options the printer can be set too is 
that every time a user presses the print button on the printer the printer 
automatically prints the demand/active window. See Paragraphs 25). 

Regarding Claim 19, Hiroshi'149 shows a method wherein the interface 
includes a "print" button, and step of receiving input from the user consists of 
determining that the "print" button has been pressed (i.e., print button for 
printing from printer. See Paragraphs 32-39). 

Regarding Claim 20, Hiroshi'149 shows a method wherein the step of 
receiving input from the user consists of determining that the "print" button has 
been pressed a single time (i.e., the printer can be set to when the printing 
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button is pressed it prints what is on the active window as an input. See 
Paragraphs 25-41). 

Regarding Claim 21, Hiroshi'149 shows a method wherein the computer 
system display a graphical user interface (GUI) having one or more windows, of 
which one is a focus window at any given time, the current active document 
being that window that is the focus window at the time the print request is 
received (i.e., the printer can be set to when the printing button is pressed it 
prints what is on the active window as an input. See Paragraphs 25-41). 

With regards to method Claim 23, the limitation of the claim 23 are 
corrected by limitation of claim 1 1 above. The steps of claim 23 read into the 
function step of claim 1 1 . 

With regards to method Claim 27, the limitation of the claim 27 are 
corrected by limitation of claim 14 above. The steps of claim 27 read into the 
function step of claim 14. 

4. Claims 12-13 and 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hiroshi (JP Publication Number 2002-31 21 49)in view ofVagui 
(US Patent Number 6,474,882 B1 ) and further in view of Sesek et al. (US 
Publication Number 2004/0085568 A1 ). 

Regarding Claim 12, the combination of Hiroshi'149 and Vagui'882 fails to 
show a printer system wherein a record of each of the at least one application 
program running on the computer system is stored in a table, the print control 
program being configured to perform the determination of which application 
program programs is associated with the focus window by consulting the table. 
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Sesek'568 teaches a printer system wherein a record of each of the at 
least one application program running on the computer system is stored in a 
table, the print control program being configured to perform the determination of 
which application program programs is associated with the focus window by 
consulting the table (i.e., an order list is used to know the order of 
importance of a document/program/GUI. See Paragraphs 11-12 and 32). 

Having the system of Hiroshi'149 and Vagui'882 and then given the well- 
established teaching of the Sesek'568, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the 
system as suggested by the combination of Hiroshi'149 and Vagui'882 with the 
teachings of Sesek'568 by adding that at least one application program running 
on the computer system is stored in a table, the print control program being 
configured to perform the determination of which application program programs 
is associated with the focus window by consulting the table, in order to improve 
the system to be a more efficient and accurate in choosing the active window 
without printing an error. 

Regarding Claim 13, the combination of Hiroshi'149, Vagui'882 and 
Sesek'568 shows a printer system wherein the table is a Running Object Table 
(i.e., an order list is used to know the order of importance of a 
document/program/GUI. See Paragraphs 11-12 and 32 in reference 
Sesek'568). 
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With regards to method Claim 25, the limitation of the claim 25 are 
corrected by limitation of claim 12 above. The steps of claim 25 read into the 
function step of claim 12. 

With regards to method Claim 26, the limitation of the claim 26 are 
corrected by limitation of claim 13 above. The steps of claim 26 read into the 
function step of claim 13. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to IRIANA CRUZ whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-3246. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 
7:30am to 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, King Y. Poon can be reached on (571) 272-7440. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/King Y. Poon/ Iriana Cruz 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 Examiner 

Art Unit 2625 

April 10, 2010 
/I. C.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



